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He Firlt Reaſon is, ery yon, or? v_ of Heaven and | | 
is King'of Kings; and Lard of Lords, hath not appointed any Forees » 
: wo ; Or ſes to bring men and women to Ava A ag | 
+ 9 ſhip : God hath not appointed Death, or Baniſhmenr, ar Impriſons + 
tzeot, or Lofs of Goods, as Pumiſhments for ſuch as d6,not come to atiy pa 
of his Divize Servite. But Gad hath been graciouſly proated to give his” holy 
Scriptures, conſiſting of Divine Precepts, wherein is diſcovered Mans Duty 3 
and Precious Promiſes, wherein is diſcovered Gods Mercy to thoſe that forfake” 
wickedneſs, and walk in the ways of Godlinels; and Severe T hreatnjngs, wherc- 
in God hath diſcovered his Juſtice in thoſe Puniſhments that ſhall comehereaf- 
ter upon ſuch as live and die indiſobedience: And God hath alfo graciouſly 
fivoured the World with ſuch as canPreach theWill vfGod as it is contained int 
his holy word, whoſe work is to inform the Judgment, and convince the Conſci= 
exce, by gentle Inviting, ſweet ITEROAGs and {piritual powerfu]Perſwading the 
children of,men to be reconciled to God 3 2 Cor. 5. 20; We po you in.C ifts 
ſtead; be ye reconciled ro God. God hath not appointed his Church; nor bis Bi- 
ſhops, to ſtir up apy Magiſtrates or Courts of Juſtice to grant Writs de Excom- 
mupicato Capiendo, to taſt Excommunicated Perſons int Goals, till they cohform 
to his Church ; aeither hath God requiredany Pariſh Officers to Preſent ſych 
Perſoos as donot attend h# holy Service, that ſg they may be Profecuted ar the 
Se(fions or Aſzes; before the Juſtices or Judges of any logdom under Heaven. 
But he hath reſerved the puniſhing of ſuch Perſons unto imſelf ; which is 
ſpmetimes done by aMiRion in this life from his own hand, and will be further 
doge inthe day of his Righteous Judgment, When Chriſt ſhall come in Flarging 
Fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, ang obey nat the Goſpel of ogr 
Lord Feſus Chriſt's and then he vyill alſo recompence tribulation to then that frouble 


his Servants; 2 Thet 1. 7-$; $Be Wee 
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_ hath given bis Royal Word 4 


offered to Us , «for the full. | 
es Royal Promiſe be well 


done, flowing from Kis own Princely Breſt, with- * 
im, or Itapoſed ofihum , as any condition of hls My 


” , That it was. L 
zcondly , Conſider, That his Majeſty did wiſely diſtinguiſh between diffe- 
rs of Reljgion , and the Diſturbing the Peace of the 
dint This koqwledgs char thhuglinany of his Sub-— 
Tenderheſs of Conſcience could.not conform to that which 
vet Hhed-Worſhip. in-his Kingdom, yet they might be ſuch 
ov ds to diſturb the Peace of his Kingdom. And therefore ler 
| all forts of the Kings Subjets , whether men of low or high degree, take heed, 
-- _  thatthey donot diſgrace or affront this his Majeſties Royal Promiſe, by judg- 
ing or Ceoſuring ſuch of the Kings Proteſtant Subjetts, againſt whom there 

-_ _— .$ nothing bur. di e-in. matters of Religion , to be thereby Diſturbers of 


ts by reaſon of 


- = - 


E 


hes 2 BER birdly,, Conſider t his Majeſty did in his Wiſdom judge' it to-be a'mu- 
=> qual Happineſs for himſelf, as a-King,' and for his People,” as SubjeQts, that 
-._ - *there ſhould be Liberty of Conſcience. fs 


H 


ES vi rth ly, Confider'that the Kin in his" Declaration , dated OcFober 25. 
-- -* -23660-$aiththus: in p. 18. In aword, We do ag in renew whatWe have formerly ſaid 
ME ES a. in Osr Declaration from Breda, for the Liberty of Tender Conſciences ; T hat no man 
>, "ſbollbe difqui ted or called in queſtion for Differences in Opinion in matters of © Re- 
" tigion , "which do not aifturb the Peace of the Kinzdom; ani if any have been diſtur®* 
bed in that kind ſince Our Arrival here, it hath not Proceeded from any Direttion of 
#5. . From which Words of his Majeſty, it will not be amiſs, by the VVa y,to 
+. That ſometimes his Majeſties Subje&s may be diſturbed and troubled 


ta Fo upon? xe ſcore of Conſcience , without his Majefttes DireQion ; and'there is 
 — * good Caule to believe that his Majeſty doth not know of the tenth part of the 
2 and: Miſeries that his peaceable Subjefts donow labour under in ma- 


ny parts q his Kingdom , only for Conſcience ſake , in thoſe things that afe th 
Þ- Lb frubirS-1 je ? 
= - Eifthly., Conſider, - That at the Opening of the Parliament on the Eighth d 
_ Of May, 1661. His Majeſty VVas pleaſed to Expreſs himſelf thus in his Speec 
B \ toboth;Houles of Parliament, p: 1. I do value My Self mach upon keeping MyW ord, 
Ws Mp none Coos whatſoever 1 promiſe toMy Subjetts, Which Words of his'Ma. - | 
IE ... the rd Chaxcellowy in his Speech at the ſame time, took particular and. 
= *-.- Tpecialnoticeof, repeating them agfain thus : H: (meaning his Majeſty) zald . 
* +. you but now that He values Himſelf much upon keeping Hiz word, upon performing | 
” _ -#ll that He promiſeth to His People. | | \ 7 
- Sixthly,Coolider , That his'Majeſty in his Speech to both Houſes of Patlia- 
: h of Js{y, 1661. did with pleaſure Repeat this -his 
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F. of , C 3 ) , ; : 2 be © 
ot viſe thus: It is r0'put my ſelf in mind, as well as youy; thit 1, (I think 3 oft ES 
RT come to 104.) mention to you my Declaration from Breda;! und let me pit you in 
” Wind of anocher Declaration, publiſbed by your ſelves atout the ſame time, and whith 
Ft 1 ans perſwaded, made mine the more effetIual,  4# hontft, yenerons, Chrifttes 'De- | 
3 Claration, ſigned by the moſt Eminent Perſons, that had been the moſt Eminent Suf= 
. ferers; in which you renounced all former © _Y _ and memory of former Un- A 
I 


fy tindyxe fſes ; And my Lords andG nvlepen ly e 1 10 mans power $0.chargeMe or 
pt Toeveds 


EF it 
Tow; with the breach of Our Words or Promiſes, which tan wever be 4 gootl 
4 ent for Our four Security, hound my 
®7 -Seventhly, Conſider, That His Majeſty in his Declaration of Decezpber 26. 
©: 1662, :did account himſelf Maliciouſly Scandalized by ſome who did vene- 
Fel infinuate, That though he had made ſuch Solenm Promiſes of Liber 
\-tor Tender Con{ciences, yet he had added ſtraightet fetrers then ever; See His 
Majeſties own words in the {aid Declaration, page 3. And in the 7th page of the 
ſame Declaration, His Majeſty doth again repeat his Promiſe from Brexz, wich 
great diſlike of thoſe rhat did ——_ infinuate as.if he were not for the 
performance thereof: Pray Copfider the following words of His Majeſty in that 
+. Declararion : Concerning the Noneperformance of Our Tees, We well ? Parirry 
» the very words from Breda, viz. We do declare a Dj to Tender Chaſtientes, aud 
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that no man ſhallbe diſquieted or called in queſtion for Differences in Opihion in_mhat- 
rers of Religion, whith do not diſturb the Peace of the Kingom; and that We {ball 
'be ready to we rg to ſuch an Att of Parliament 48 yo mature deliberation (ball be 
offered to Us, for the full granting that Indulzence, We remember well the Confirms 
tions We have made of them = p07 ſeveral Occaſions in Parliament ; and a3 all thefe 
things are flill freſh in Our Memory, foare We STILL FIRM %n the Reſolution. of 
» | - PERFORMING THEM TO THE FULL. 4 | 
And in Page the Eighth, His_ Majeſty doth in-his Princely Wiſdom 
Expreſs himſelf thus : We do conceive Our Selves ſo far Enzazed both in Honooy, # 
and in what We ove to the Peace of our Dominions, which We profeſs. We can never 
think ſecure, whilſt there ſhall be 4 colour left to the Malicivas and Diſafſected to in- * 
flame the minds of ſo many multitudes upon the ore of Conſcience, with de{pair of 
ever dbtainins any of of Our Promiſes for their Exſe. Now from this his Maje- 
ſties Declaration, let theſe four things be 5oberly conſidered :.. 
1; His Majeſties well remembring by Promiſe for Liberty of Conſcietice. 
2./ His Majeſties being lyghly oFended that any Perſon ſhould inſinuate as if 
»* he did not intend the performance thereof. | . 
3. Conſider His Majeities Firm Reſolation to perform hit Promiſe to the 
al. > oat 
f 4. Conſider that His Majeſty would not have His SubjeCts upon the ſcore of 
}  Confeiencelet fail their hopes, and fo fall into deſpair of obtaining the S 
® of rhis his Promiſe, viz. Liberty of Conſcience, for their Eaſe. And therefore 
 T humbly hope that the mentioning of the former Particulars, as .a Reajon or 
Argument for Liberty of Conſcience, will not be offenſive to His Majeſty, or a= 
' ny thatare in Authority, foraſmuch as there is yet cauſe ( from-His Majeſties 
| own words) to hope for the benzfit of what He hath ſo often promuſed. 

7 - -- Obje&. But ſome will be ready to Obje& and Say, That ſome.of the Diſſens. 
7 ters havediſturbed the Peace of the Kingdom, fince His Majeſty made this Pxo- 
£: miſe. | | 
a}, Azxſs. | auſwer, Thoſe that have; or thoſe that may be guilty of ſuchCrimes, 

2 letthem ſuffer according to their Crimes: Bur it would be highly unreaſonable 
$8: ra deny all thoſe that are not Diſturbers of the Peace, to have the benefir of the 
| W. Kings Royal Promiſe ; ſince His Majeſty doth plainly dechire that all hisPeace- 
7-- able. abje0 s ſhaltenjoy the benefir of His Promiſe, viz. Liberty of Conſtience;: 

"2 W. wit wut | ay diſquieting or diſturbance. . And beſides this, - His Majeſty bath 
decked a Reſalution to diſtinguiſh vets Bu Innocent and the Guilty + £ 
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ies OWN: a to both Houſes of Parliament; in Miz. 
I Us look forward, and _ backward; (and wever - think... 
ord t- Us inmind of it, b | Repeating Faults We had for. 
ESL ORE then 8 what. Concerns TROSE' VERY: 
«\J w © BW: 


js erty of FT TR IS Becaule w Proſecuting of 
&. "Matters of Conſcience, is a great diſquieting of the 
5 of his Majeſties good Subjects, and a great hindrance 
m, the Pilleneers being a great partof 'the Trading 
ingdom, the as Merchants and Shopkzepers, in this great 
"Farmers, and many other Tradeſmen in.the Country, by 
zfands of the Kings poor Subjetts are maintained. And this ye- 
y.was picaſed to take into His RBrincely Conſideration; when 
his Indulging E Declararion, b y the Advice of his Privy Council, in 
RT violent Proſecution of that, Att againſt Conventicles, in 
evident by the [/ ad [ad Experience of twelve years, that 
rate al th Forceable Contſes ;. We think Our Self obliged to 
Pomer inEccleſiaftical Matters,which is not only inherent in 
ed and Recognized to be ſo,by ſeveralStatutes and Atts of Par- 
- 20m accordingly iſſue this Our Declaration, as well for 
ED f: ur ( ood Subjeits, in theſe Points, for Inviting of Stran- 
come and live under Us, and for the, better Incouragement 
OY hate Trade and Callings ; from whence We hope by the 
enema an hoppy rae to Our Government. 


2b177 1% i L 26ft - T1 1V. 
" J'9a tr FEW: js. \pefaiſe the Lords and Commons Aſſembled ; in Parli- 
nenit , Tipce theſe His Majeſties Declarations, have upon mature deliberation 
on aſi erec the il conſeq $of Proſecuting the Proteſtant Diſſenters by the 
n: _ 'and haveſh wed their willingaeſs to a Tolleration in and for mat- 
F ks Seafan is, Becauſe the Fre#ch Proteſtants (whio are the Diſſenters 
from the Effabliſhed Worſhip of that Kingdom) ate graciouſly and kindly re- 
: cxival ED ſuccouredboth by the King and his People : ahd the French K; 
he. amed' by Engliſh Proteſtants for Perſecuting his Peaceable Ts, So ; 
re there is much mote reaſon that Proteſtants ſhould not Profecute 
| x, © as itis this day ; to the very great dammage of many good Fami- 
aly-for their Conlcience in matters of can gt For this is to do the ſame 
Ev2lend, that by 'Englandate condemned in France. Therefore let the 
-_ Apoſtle Pulte well conſidered , Rom. 2. t,z. Thou art inexcuſable 
© - 0 mgn, whoever thou art, that Juageſt : For wherein thou Judge another , thou con- 
BR Hininett thy Self; for thou that juageſft , doeſt the ſame things: And thinkeſt thou 
'E/ Oman, that judzeſt hits which do fach things , and aveſt the [ame ; that 
TY the the Judg ment of God ? 
VL 
'- -The Sixt Reaſon is, Becauſe there is a-great and good Agreenient betweet 
_ ,, theCon ore —_ Nonconforming Proteſtants, in the chief things i: the 
by rea : As for inſtance; 1. Both Parties believe in the. holy Tri. 


2, Soi, and Holy Ghoſt; - 2; Thar Feſus Chrift is ben ory 
man, and the only Saviour of Sinners : 3. That Salvation doth de- 


pend 
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$ Phd upon th iniraculous Birth, the holy Lifc, the-paioful -Deith; the cower: 
urr 


Fal ReſurreCtion, the joyful Aſcention, the Conſtantlatercefſion;and the glorious 
1 Second coming of JeſusChriſt. 4, BothParties do Profels that,theV.Vorſhip ofGad * 
” ought to be-according to the holySeripryres,e not according tothe Inventions of 
*, any ſort of Mankind. 5. Both Parties do deny praying to Angels and deceaſed 
* Saints,& both:do alſo deny aPurgatory. 6.BothParties do helieve and. profeſs that 
'* there isa Heaven of Everlaſting joy tor theGodly,and a Hell of EternalWoe for 
'* the VVicked. 7. The Proteſtant Diſſenters do highly apprave of, andare zealous 
for ſuch a Church asis deſcribed in the 19th Article of the Church of Exeland ; 
.. Which is asfollows, viz. 7 heYiſleChurch of Chriſt is aCongreyation.of Faithful Men, 
+, 4n the which the Pure Word of God is Preached, and the Sacraments be duly Mii. 
*, ſtred, according to Chriits Ordinance, in all thoſe thitigs that of neceſſity are reqht- 
 Fite to the ſame. | NT. 


ES Now let theſe few things be Conſidered; 

I. That the Proteſtant Diſſenters are Conſcienciouſly Careful to maintain 
Spiritual Communion in matters of Religion; with the moſt Faithful People; 
viz. Such as havetrueFaith inChrifk, and that labour to live” according tothe 
faithful VVord of Chriſt, being thereby taught ro live Soberly and Godly in this 
Preſent Evil VY Vorld, hating Profaneneſs, v:z. Swearing, Curling, -Drunken- 
nels, VVhoring, and all other kind of Debauchery. ff. or. el 

2. Conſider, That they cannot in Conſcience keep up and maintain a hol 
Communion in Chriſts holy Ordinances with ſuch unholy- Perſons , 
ſuch cannot be fairly Counted the Congregation of faithtul he” who are 
ſo unfaithful to God, and unto their own Souls, and to the Proteſtant Religiong 
* though Profeſſed by them. | 4 SE 
\ 3. Conſider, That the pure. V Vord of God is powerfully Preached in the AG 
' ſemblies of Proteſtant Diſſenters, to the Converſion and Reformaticn of many 
of His Majeſties SubjeQts ; and the Lords Supper is pore and peaceably Minz- 
ſtred among them, according to the beſt of their Underſtandings in the VYord 
of God, wherein they keep up a holy Remenibrance of Chrifts Death,” for the 
Salvation of their Souls-: And therefore they ought not to be accounted SchifC 
maticks and Sinful Separatiſts, but they oughr to be owned as Fugtherers and 
Promoters of the Purity of the Proteſtant Religion : Though! inſtead thereof, 
they are Proſecuted as Seditious and -Riotous Perſons, 


VII. 


The Seventh Reaſon is, Becauſe all ſorts of Perſons do defire Liberty of Con- 
ſcience as a great Good for themſelves; Even thoſe that are for impoſing upon, 
ang diſtreſſing of Others, would not be ſo dealt with themſelves ; but would 
account ir hard meaſure, yea, Cruelty, to be forc'd ro forbear ſuch things in 
Religion, or perform ſuch things in Religion, _ as are againſt their 
Conſciences, or elſe to ſuffer in their Purſes or Perſons ; as, for - inſtance. _ 
The Church Proteſtants would deem it a great Perſecution it they ſhould 
be puniſhed for not turning Presbyterians, Independents, Baptiſts,” ar Qua- 
kers: And why then ſhould they take pleaſure in puniſhing *ofy and {0 
ſtrive to force any of the others to be of their minds, and conform to their 
manners of VVorſhip ? Let ſuch rather obſerve the Words of Chriſt, Mat:7:1 2. 
Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them ; for this 3s 


the Law and the Prophets. | ; 
VIII: 


The Eighth Reaion is, Becauſe the. uſing of Outward Compulſion in mat- 
ters of Conſcience, is the ready Way to make men Hypoerites; for it Men” 


Conform to any way of Y Vorſhip unwillingly, they cannot ſerve God accep- 
B 2 tably; 
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